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248 

rental 
benefit (Elterngeld

their parental benefit increases by 0.1 per cent. For parents with monthly incomes above 

monthly earnings exceed this sum, their parental benefit decreases by 0.1 per cent, to a 
minimum rate of 65 per cent. For parents on leave who work part-time during the leave, 
the i
net earnings before birth and the current earnings after the birth.  
249 The net earnings are estimated with fixed social security reduction rates, calculated on 

Christmas bonuses paid once a year are not considered in the calculation.  
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250 -19 pandemic (i.e., working in a 

-
they wanted to take between 1 March and 31 December 2020 until after the crisis. They 
can also still take basic parental allowance later, even though their child is older than 14 
months. 
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251 The income limits have been reduced stepwise. Before 1 April 2025, the limit was 

were eligible. 
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252 In Germany, 27 per cent of women in part-time employment reduced their working 
hours due to childcare, compared to just under 6 per cent of men 
(https://www.destatis.de/DE/Presse/Pressemitteilungen/2024/04/PD24_N017_13.html). 
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253 Meysen, T. and Beckmann, J.M. (2013) Rechtsanspruch U3: Förderung in Kita und 
Kindertagespflege [Legal claim U3: Funding in daycare and child day care]. Baden-Baden: 
Nomos 
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254 Women can apply to waive the period of maternity protection before the estimated 
date of birth. There are no official statistics on how many women apply to have their 
maternity protection before the birth cancelled. 
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255 Statistisches Bundesamt [Federal Statistical Office] (2025) 
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-
Umwelt/Soziales/Elterngeld/_inhalt.html#236198  
256 Destatis 2024: https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-
Umwelt/Soziales/Elterngeld/_inhalt.html#236198 
257 https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-
Umwelt/Soziales/Elterngeld/_inhalt.html#236198  


