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Population: Size 

• Homogeneous 
• 2011: 318.452  people 
• 2010:  

– 6,8% of the population had foreign citizenship 
– Polish born: 10.091 people 

 



Population by age and sex 1960 and 
2010 



Strong Icelandic women: With the 
world in their hands or juggling 

multiple roles? 



Paradoxes 

• Historically: Strong 
women´s movement  

• Global Gender Gap 
index 
– Iceland ranks highest 

second year in a row with 
85% 

• Women in positions of 
power? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the Women´s 
list in 1987 

 



Parliament members by gender 1874-
2009 

7 

0% 

10% 

20% 

30% 

40% 

50% 

60% 

70% 

80% 

90% 

100% 

18
74

 
18

80
 

18
86

 
18

92
 

18
94

 
19

00
 

19
02

 
19

03
 

19
08

 
19

11
 

19
14

 
19

16
 

19
19

 
19

23
 

19
27

 
19

31
 

19
33

 
19

34
 

19
37

 
19

42
, j

úl
í 

19
42

, o
kt

ób
er

  
19

46
 

19
49

 
19

53
 

19
56

 
19

59
, j

ún
í 

19
59

, o
kt

ób
er

 
19

63
 

19
67

 
19

71
 

19
74

 
19

78
 

19
79

 
19

83
 

19
87

 
19

91
 

19
95

 
19

99
 

20
03

 
20

07
 

20
09

 

Kjörnir þingmenn, karlar Kjörnir þingmenn, konur 



Employment rate 

 



Positions of power 2009 and 2010 

 



Heads of state agencies by ministries 
and gender 

 



CEO´s by gender 

 



Icelandic women and  Norwegian men?  

• What do they have in 
common? 

• Average weekly working 
hours in 2007 
– Icelandic women:  36 

hours 
– Norwegian men:  37 hours 

• And topping the charts 
– Icelandic men:  47 hours 



Average weekly working hours 2009 

• Men: 43.8 hours 
• Women: 34.9 hours 

 



Average number of usual weekly hours 
of work in main job 2008-2010 



Above replacement level 

• 2009: Total fertility rate 
2.2 

• European champions? 
– The Faroe Islands:  total 

fertility rate 2.5 in 2009 

 



More catholic than the pope? 
Sterilization operations 1988-2009 

  



Family types 2010 

 



A bridge between parental leave and 
daycare: Daycare in private homes 



Children in pre-primary schools 



Older people? 

• 2010: 22.6% of people 
aged 80 years and over 
are residents in 
retirement and nursing 
homes 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Elliheimilið Grund 
 established in 1930 



October 2008: ‘Game Over’ 



Umemployment September 2008-
September 2010 

 



Flexibility of households to meet 
expenses 2004-2009 



Let´s get out of here!?  

 



Or stay put on the top of the globe? 

Sources 
• Statistics Iceland. (2010). Statistical Yearbook of Iceland. 

Reykjavík: Author. 
http://www.hagstofa.is/lisalib/getfile.aspx?itemid=11614 

• Ministry of Welfare. (2011). Skýrsla velferðarráðherra um 
stöðu og þróun jafnréttismála: Jafnrétti kynjanna í tölum. 
Reykjavík: Author. 
http://www.velferdarraduneyti.is/media/ritogskyrslur2011/
18022011_Jafnretti_i_tolum.pdf 
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